
Parenting in the Pew 
Practical Tips 

 
Before & After Sunday Services 

- Gather and set out clothes and Bibles on Saturday evening. Begin preparing your child for 
church on Saturday night.  

- Take your child to the bathroom right before the service starts. 
- Go to church and leave church as a family.  
- On the way to church, be cheerful. There’s the saying “if momma ain’t happy, ain’t nobody 

happy” and this is so true, especially on Sunday mornings. Worship with a cheerful heart and 
pass that mindset onto your children. 

- On the way home from church, ask your children what they learned that day, and talk about 
what you learned as well.  

- When I was growing up, Sundays were our days to all sit down at the table and eat together (no 
exceptions), and we would go around the table and discuss what we learned about in Sunday 
School and what the pastor had talked about, including my parents. One word answers were not 
allowed; we had to elaborate on what we had learned/talked about.  

 
During the Service 

- It is a good idea to have younger children sit between the parents. That way parents are able to 
determine how much “free” space the children have and children have an example on either 
side of them. Also, both parents are able to help in the correction process, instead of just one.  

- Children should participate in the service as much as possible for as long as possible. This means 
that when the congregation stands to sing, children stand and sing. When the congregation 
prays, children pray also.  

- Children can participate in all aspects of worship. Once the sermon starts that’s usually when 
children begin to lose focus and can get loud. Bring a drawing bag of small, quiet activities such 
as coloring books, crayons, pipe cleaners, stickers, etc… 

- Don’t give the child the drawing bag or an activity until they become restless. This gives them a 
chance to listen to the pastor’s sermon, at least for a few minutes.  

- Bring out toys/activities one at a time instead of giving the child the entire bag at once.  
- If you have to take your child out of the service, make sure they have far less “fun” in the hall 

than they had in the service.  
- For the safety of your child, do not allow them to get up and go to the restroom alone during 

the service. As safe as we try to be, you never know who is walking the halls in the middle of the 
service. Take your child to the restroom before the service starts and set out your expectations 
that they not get up during the service. Children need clear expectations. It is easier for them to 
know what is expected of them and what they can and cannot get away with.  

- As for handheld electronics in the service, be an example for your child. Worship is not a time 
for them to play on an iPhone or leap pad. They need to be engaged in worship and fellowship 
with others around them. Be an example for your child and bring your actual Bible with you to 
use in church. You may be using your Bible app on your phone, but your young child does not 
understand that and they want to play on your phone or their leap pad.  

 
 


